Tutorial articles have an important role in the development of medical decision making. MDM plans from time to time to publish tutorials that discuss subjects of special importance to the medical decision making community. In this issue the first tutorial, prepared by Milton C. Weinstein, reviews cost-effectiveness and cost-benefit analysis as applied to one of the most vexing and perplexing issues of medical care and public health, namely the allocation of health care resources. Weinstein points out that these analyses are most useful if the conflicting objectives of the various parties involved-e.g., individual patient, hospital, government agency, and society at large-are made explicit and put in perspective. Such analyses are essential to developing debates on the ethical use of new knowledge and techniques in medicine. Pellegrino [1] has noted that such debates often go awry because of unrecognized uncertainties in the data supporting the application of certain medical practices and technologies. &dquo;To distinguish what is known with certainty, what is unknown, and what is problematic is admittedly difficult but it is the first step in any debate&dquo; (1, p 373]. Weinstein's article shows that in the economic area cost-effectiveness and cost-benefit anal-
ysis help to provide the underpinnings of the ethical debates that Pellegrino seeks. &dquo;By forcing explicit assumptions but permitting sensitivity analyses to explore the implications of these assumptions where the data are least secure, such analyses can have a desirable impact on the processes, if not the outcome, of health care policy and medical decision making&dquo; [2] .
